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The Impossible War between
Afghanistan and Pakistan

MUHAMMET MUHTAR SANKITI*
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ABSTRACT: This study delves into the deep-rooted origins of the rift between Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, revealing its complex historical background and the intricate
interplay of its legal disputes, political ambitions, and nationalist impulses. It traces
the origins of the conflict to the late nineteenth-century border demarcation between
the Kingdom of Afghanistan and British India, and to Afghanistan’s steadfast refusal
to recognize the international border with Pakistan from 1947 to the present. The study
also examines Afghanistan’s efforts to overcome its landlocked dilemma and Pakistan’s
pursuit of strategic depth in its prolonged rivalry with India, concluding with a vision for
a future that, in the author’s view, offers a more fitting destiny for the two neighboring

states and a gentler, more fraternal path for their kindred peoples.
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